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FADE | N:

I NT. KATIE' S HOUSE - KI TCHEN - MORNI NG

A cheerful kitchen. A bouquet of balloons sits on the
island. Wapped birthday gifts and candl es are scattered
across the island. A mxing bow, and a box of cake m x wai't
near by.

KATI E (40s, warm steady) preheats the oven and bends down
to pull a cake pan fromthe cabinet. She strai ghtens and
pushes the bouquet of balloons fromthe m ddle of the
counter into the corner, then yells for her daughter.

KATI E
Anna! Cone hel p nme bake this cake!

ANNA (turning 10, bright, barely containing herself) joins
her momin the kitchen around the island.

KATI E
| have sonething really special for
you for your 10th birthday.

ANNA
A birthday present?

Kati e begins clearing candl es and wapped gifts fromthe
| arge countertop. In their place she sets a huge bow, a
whi sk, and a box of cake m x.

KATI E
Sort of...

KATI E ( CONT' D)
Before | give it to you, let ne ask
you sonet hi ng.

ANNA
K. What is it?
KATI E
VWhat do you renenber about your

dad?
Anna thinks for a second.

ANNA
| remenber when we went to the
wat er park together. Dad went on
the big slides with nme because you
were such a wuss!



KATI E
(1 aughi ng)
| wasn't afraid! | just didn't want
to get in the way of all the fun
you and your dad were having.

ANNA
(sarcastically)
Ch, I"'msure that was it!

Katie | aughs as she is scooping flour into the bow . She
touches Anna's nose and | eaves a spot of flour. Anna w pes

it off.

KATI E
VWhat el se?

ANNA
| also renenber sitting next to dad
in church. He would draw pictures
on the programwhile the pastor
preached. | mss that a |ot.
(Pause) And of course | renenber
the hospital, himlying there with
all those tubes and grandma and
grandpa staying with us to help
out.

Katie pulls some mlk fromthe fridge and sets it next to
the m xi ng bow .

The smle

Anna sits

KATI E
Well... before he died, he recorded
sonet hing for you and asked ne to
give it to you when you turned 10.

slowy erodes from Anna's face.

ANNA
Real | y? Dad |left me a nessage?

KATI E
Yes, it's about 10 m nutes | ong.
Let me get this cake in the oven
and we can watch it together.

quietly, staring at the grains in the granite,

whil e Katie cracks eggs and whi sks everything together.
Kati e keeps | ooking at Anna trying to inmagi ne what she's

t hi nki ng.
l ock with

Anna's eyes nove around the island until her eyes
her nom s.



ANNA
WIIl it make nme sad? Maybe we
should wait until after mnmy party.

KATI E
It's going to be great! Seriously,
great. You will be so glad you

watched it. | prom se.
ANNA
Have you seen it?
KATI E
Sonme of it, years ago when he
filmed it. I'"mactually a little

nervous about watching it too, but

| promsed himI| wouldn't watch the
finished video until your tenth
birthday. | al nobst caved a few
tinmes, but | held out. W can | augh
through it together!

Katie pours the batter into the cake pan and slides it into
t he oven.

KATI E ( CONT' D)
Al right, what do you say?

CUT TO

I NT. KATIE' S HOUSE - LI VI NG ROOM - CONTI NUQUS

The two nake their way in. Katie has a towel and is drying
her hands. Anna sits on the couch across fromthe TV and

pi cks up the renote. Katie opens a small cabinet in the TV
stand and pulls out a black case made to hold DVDs. Anna has
never noticed it before.

She watches as Katie unzips it and extracts the first disc
-- a huge nunber 10 witten on it in black magic marker. As
Katie closes the case, Anna glinpses what | ooks |ike another
disc with a |arge nunber 13. She slides it into the player.

Katie sits next to Anna, | ooks at her and smles. Both
|adies are a little nervous and excited. They hold hands.

KATI E
K, here we go!

CUT TO



| NT. KATIE'S HOUSE - LI VING ROOM - CONTI NUOUS (VI DEO
PLAYBACK)

ON SCREEN: ANNA'S DAD -- smling and | ooking at the canera.

ANNA' S DAD (V.Q.)
(on screen)
H honey! Happy Birthday. | can't
bel i eve you're 10 years ol d!

BACK TO SCENE

ANNA
He must have recorded this before
he got sick?

KATI E
Ri ght after the doctors diagnosed
him He wanted to do it while he
still had the energy.

CUT TO

EXT. ELEMENTARY SCHOOL - DAY (VI DEO PLAYBACK)

ON SCREEN: Anna's dad stands outside an el enentary school
speaking directly to canera.

ANNA' S DAD (V. Q)

Alright! | am standing here outside
an elenmentary school, if you and
nmom don't nove, this mght be where
you'll be attending. |'ve already
spoken with the teachers to nake
sure they'll be good for you and
it's safe to say they are going to
| ove you!

BACK TO SCENE

Anna wat ches, transfixed. H's mannerisns, the inflections in
his voice -- she renenbers nore about himthan she thought
she did.

Katie is smling at her daughter.

CUT TO

| NT. COFFEE SHOP - DAY (VI DEO PLAYBACK)

ON SCREEN: Anna's dad hol ds a phone up to the canera and
swi pes through 3 or 4 photos of hinself at a coffee shop.



ANNA' S DAD (V. Q)
| spent about 2 hours this norning,
trying to picture who you woul d be
when you turned 10. Here, | ook at
t his.

He swi pes through the photos. In one, eyes closed, brow
furrowed, |ips smashed together. In another, left hand on
his chin, first finger on his nose, right armstretched to
hold the canera as far back as possible.

In the third photo -- an entire muffin is sticking out of
his face, both hands around his own neck.

BACK TO SCENE
Both | adi es | augh out | oud.

ANNA
He had to get soneone el se to take
that picture! | can just hear him
saying, 'wll you take ny picture
while | pretend to be choking.'

CUT TO

| NT. COFFEE SHOP - DAY (VI DEO PLAYBACK)

ON SCREEN:. The fourth photo -- a conplete stranger huggi ng
Anna's dad from behind, giving himthe Heimich maneuver.

BACK TO SCENE
Kati e | aughs out [ oud.
KATI E
(sputtering between | aughs)

| wonder how he got that guy to do
t hat .

CUT TO

EXT. ELEMENTARY SCHOOL - DAY (VI DEO PLAYBACK)
ANNA' S DAD (V.Q.)
Needl ess to say it's been an
i nteresting norning, Annal

BACK TO SCENE



The sound of her nane in her father's voice instantly puts

tears in Anna's eyes. She's still |aughing, but sonething
deep inside her is being stirred -- heal ed, maybe. She
reaches over and takes her nom s hand.
ANNA
(quietly)

| really mss him

CUT TO

EXT. ELEMENTARY SCHOOL - SIDEWALK - DAY (VI DEO PLAYBACK)

ON SCREEN:. Anna's dad picks the canera up off the tripod and
wal ks toward the school's front doors, talking as he goes.

ANNA' S DAD (V.Q.)
Vll, | survived the attack of the
muffin so | decided to cone here to
figure out what you m ght be |ike
when you're ten. | enlisted the
help of a 5th grade class. |
thought if | could figure out what
5th graders are like, | mght get
an idea of what you are |ike. Mkes
sense in ny head anyway.

He raises his eyebrows and flattens his smle.
BACK TO SCENE

ANNA
Were's he goi ng?

KATI E
| don't know. This is the part |
wasn't allowed to watch.

CUT TGO
| NT. ELEMENTARY SCHOOL - 5TH GRADE CLASSROOM - DAY (VI DEO
PLAYBACK)

ON SCREEN: A room full of 5th graders at their desks. At the
front of the class stands MRS. WLLIAMS -- Anna's current
5t h grade teacher

BACK TO SCENE

Anna's hands fly to her nouth



ANNA
That's Ms. WIIlians!

Katie sm | es and nods her head.

KATI E
He still surprises ne.

CUT TO

| NT. ELEMENTARY SCHOOL - 5TH GRADE CLASSROOM - DAY (VI DEO
PLAYBACK)

MRS. WLLIAMS (V.O.)
(on screen, addressing the
cl ass)
Cl ass, we have a special guest
today. He's a friend of mne and
he's doing a survey and needs our
hel p. Do you think we could help
hi m out ?

STUDENTS (V. O.)
YES!

MRS. WLLIAMS (V.O.)
XK, let's renenber the rules, raise
your hand to answer a question and
make sure you answer succinctly and
w th respect.

BACK TO SCENE

ANNA
(eyes still glued to the TV)
She still says that!

CUT TO

| NT. ELEMENTARY SCHOOL - 5TH GRADE CLASSROOM - DAY (VI DEO
PLAYBACK)

ON SCREEN: Anna's dad wal ks up the mddl e aisle and stands
in front of the dry-erase board.

ANNA' S DAD (V. Q)
| was wondering if you guys could
help me with a huuuuuuuuge project,
but | need you to use your
i magi nati on! Can you do that?



STUDENTS (V. O.)
Yeah! ! |

ANNA' S DAD (V. Q)
| need to know what 10 year ol ds
are really like. Can soneone tel
me what your favorite thing to do
is?

A BOY in the front row rai ses his hand.

BOY STUDENT (V. Q.)
| really like to play sports and go
skat i ng.

ANNA' S DAD (V. Q)
G eat !

A GRL in the second row goes next.

G RL STUDENT #1 (V.Q.)
|"ve started | earning how to take
pictures with ny dad's canera. Next
l"mgoing to learn howto edit them
on a conputer.

ANNA' S DAD (V.Q.)
Www That's really amazi ng! You
know what... | took sone
phot ographs this norning at a
cof fee shop. They turned out really
great.

He | ooks through the canera at the | adies.

ANNA' S DAD (V. O.) (CONT' D)
Anyone el se?

STUDENT VO CES (V. Q)

| read books! / | like draw ng
pictures. / | love playing video
ganes!

ANNA' S DAD (V. Q)
Those are great answers! Let ne ask

all the girls sonething -- do you
| adi es |i ke hanging around with
boys?

ALL G RLS (V.0)
No!



ANNA' S DAD (V.Q.)
Oh good! I'mreally glad to hear
that! Well, | have a daughter and
her name is Anna. She is an amazi ng
little lady and she is turning 10
years old. Unfortunately | don't
get to go to her birthday party but
| bought this amazi ng cake for her
and | was wondering if you guys
woul dn't m nd hel ping ne celebrate
her birthday. Wuld you guys |ike
sone cake?

STUDENTS (V. O.)
YEAH!

ANNA' S DAD (V. Q)
X, I"'mgoing to grab ny canera in
t he back of the roomand if you
guys wi Il sing happy birthday to
Anna, | will send her the video.
And everyone can bl ow out the
candl es. Deal ?

BACK TO SCENE

Katie notices Ms. Wllianms sitting in the corner of the
screen, w ping her eyes. It's obvious she knew the
si tuation.

CUT TO

| NT. ELEMENTARY SCHOOL - 5TH GRADE CLASSROOM - DAY (VI DEO
PLAYBACK)

ON SCREEN:. All the kids hover around a birthday cake. In
pink icing it reads: "Happy Birthday Anna." Ten candles are
lit. The kids begin to sing.

About hal fway through the song, Anna's dad hol ds the canera
out at arms length -- himin the foreground, all the kids
behind him-- and sings directly to his daughter.

ANNA' S DAD (V. Q)
(singing, shouting)
Happy birthday dear ANNA. ..

He turns the canera back onto the class. They finish the
song. Everyone bl ows out the candl es.

A series of short edited clips: the cake being cut. Kids
| aughi ng and eating. Ms. WIllianms | ooking into the canera.



10.

MRS. WLLIAMS (V.0O)
Happy Birthday Anna!

A few kids saying thanks for the cake. Anna's dad on one
knee tal king to a couple of students. A final shot of him
hugging Ms. WIIlians.

ANNA' S DAD (V. Q)
Thank you.

The screen fades to bl ack.
BACK TO SCENE

The two | adies sit without words. Katie uses her hold on
Anna's hand to pull her into an enbrace.

KATI E
Pretty great dad, huh?

Anna w pes her eyes with her sleeves.

ANNA
Ww... Did he | eave you any vi deos?

KATI E
Nope. Not a one. But he left ne
hundreds of emails. One shows up in
nmy inbox every nmonth or so. | have
no i dea how your dad set that up
before he died, but it always
bri ghtens ny day.

The alarmon the stove goes off. Katie stands to head to the
kitchen -- then the screen cones back to life.

CUT TO

| NT. KATIE'S HOUSE - LI VING ROOM - CONTI NUOUS (VI DEO
PLAYBACK)

ON SCREEN: Anna's dad is so close to the canera only his
eyes and nose are visible.

ANNA' S DAD (V. Q)
You guys aren't crying are you?
Seriously... it's a birthday
celebration. Don't be such wusses.

He shakes his head and rolls his eyes. Then backs up so they
can see his whole face.



11.

ANNA' S DAD (V. O.) (CONT' D)
One last thing. | love you Anna! It
t ook sone i magi nati on today, but |
see you! | can picture exactly who
you are. A beautiful mni version
of your nonma. |'mso very proud of
who you are.

He smles as big as possible -- nostly to hold back his own
tears -- and waves goodbye. The screen goes darKk.

BACK TO SCENE
Anna stares at the screen for a long tine.

ANNA
Mom can | watch it again?

Katie comes back in fromthe kitchen, strokes her daughter's
hai r and responds.

KATI E
For sure, but after the party.
Ri ght now, you can help ne clean up
all the cake naki ng ness.
(smles, pushing back tears)

ANNA
Definitely. Thanks nmom That was
amazi ng.
(stands and waps arns around
her nom

CUT TO

I NT. KATIE' S HOUSE - LIVING ROOM - EVEN NG

The party is over. The | ast guest is gone. Anna wal ks to the
TV, opens the cabinet, and pulls out the CD case.

She opens it. It's full of DvDs: 13, 16, 18, 21, marri age,

kids #1, kid #2 -- atineline of the life waiting for her.
At each mlestone, her father will be there.

She cl oses the case and slides it back into its hone. She
pulls the disc |abeled 10 fromthe player and takes it with
her upstairs.

CUT TO

I NT. KATIE' S HOUSE - HALLWAY - NI GHT



12.

Anna wal ks up the stairs and down the hallway, passing her
nmom s room

KATI E
(frominside the roon
Anna! Cone see this.

Anna enters. Katie holds out a tablet.

ANNA

VWhat is it?
KATI E

Anot her email from your father.
ANNA

Can | read it?
KATI E

Nope.
ANNA

Then why are you showing it to ne?
KATI E

Look what's at the bottom

Anna leans in. There, underlined in blue -- a video |ink.

ANNA

It's anot her video! You got to |et

me wat ch!
KATI E

Maybe, but nme first. 1'Il tell you

about it in the norning!
The two hug. Anna heads out of the room
KATI E ( CONT' D)
(calling down the hallway)
What about breakfast in the
nmor ni ng? Cof fee shop?
Anna turns and sticks her head back into the master bedroom

ANNA
Sure! But no muffins.

Door cl oses.

FADE QUT.



THE END

13.



